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 Unit Planning Template

	UNIT INFORMATION

**Cut and paste this information from the applicable unit within your Long Term Plan**

	Grade/Subject:
	6th Grade Art

	Unit Name:
	Dynamic Expression!  Turning an Art “Mistake” into a SmART Success

	Length of Unit:
	3.5 weeks

	 UNIT LEARNING GOALS
**Cut and paste this information from the applicable unit within your Long Term Plan**

	Art History Period: 

Expressionism 
(German and American Abstract)

Artists: 

Wassily Kandinsky, Jackson Pollock, Edvard Munch (forerunner), Lee Krasner
	Predominant Type of Art: 
Abstract or nonobjective.  Chaotic lines, anti-figurative (Pollock, Kooning, Krasner) contrasted with color fields and very geometric work (Kandinsky, Newman, Rothko, etc)
Medium that aligns: 
Dry media: Pencil, Marker/pen

Wet media: Watered down paint

	Medium-based Unit: 

Dry media: Pencil, Marker/Pen

Wet media: Watered down paint
	Skills Development on Piece: 
A focus will be put on an understanding of the Element of Line and how different types and qualities of line can be used for and creating dynamic rhythm and movement.  Students will understand the importance of finding contours of objects in order to draw them. 
Piece for Exhibition:

-We will start with expressive line drawings and will draw inspiration from Pollock, Kandinsky and Krasner. 

-We will then work on drawing different objects in dynamic positions (a pencil breaking, scissors opening or closing, an object falling, etc)
Rubric Adjustments:

Rubric row A (Skill/Technique) on the Secondary rubric will focus on student creation of different types/qualities of line to create dynamic rhythm/movement.  Will focus on student ability to correct mistakes when using marker in a creative way. 

	Critique Step: 

Describe/Judge


	Pieces I will use to teach this skill: 
Edvard Munch, The Scream, The Sick Child, Anxiety
Jackson Pollock, Krasner and Kandinsky (various pieces from which to Judge whether it’s nonobjective, abstract or representational art)
What Skills I will teach:
We will focus on describing the different types and qualities of line mostly, but will also delve into other aspects of the “Describe” portion of the critique on a surface level to begin teaching the skill.  We will also practice judging whether a work of art is representational, abstract and nonobjective art and how they know. 

	Pairing the Medium to Critique: 
Using markers, paint and watercolor to explore the Description and Judgment of Expressionism
	Rubric Row: 
-Secondary Rubric Row A

Focus Skill: 

-Use of different types/qualities of line to create dynamic Rhythm and Movement.  Use of lines to create representational, abstract and nonobjective art. 

Why it Makes Sense: 

-By creating different line types and line qualities using dynamic rhythm and movement, it will be easier for students to identify and describe them in another artist’s work of art.  Students will be able to create dynamic rhythm and movement in their own artwork and thus will have a better understanding of how another artist was able to achieve this in their work of art. 

	Unit Vision: 

AH: Expressionism

E: Line

P: Rhythm/Movement

S: Contour

C: Describe, Judge

R: PEI

M: Pencil, Marker, Paint, Watercolor


	Qualitative Vision for Classroom: 

We will be able to express ourselves as artists by making art we can be proud of. 

Focus Skill for this Unit: 

Turning an artistic “mistake” into a smART success!

Why it makes sense: 
In order for students to be proud of the way they expressed themselves in their artwork, they first need to know how to turn something that they might initially consider a mistake into something really art smart or smART that could work.  This qualitative skill really works with the unit as well because at first impression, the students may wonder how expressionism qualifies as art but through the experience of learning that it is art, they may feel more comfortable going outside what they consider to be “normal” and use their mistakes as fuel to create original works of art.  For example, in their expressive line drawings, they might make a stray mark with their marker, and instead of crumpling their paper and starting over, they can turn that mark into another line, or make a line wider to accommodate it, or turn it into another shape to make it work.  

	Alignment to Regents: 

A
	Regents Question Focus for this Unit: 

Performance Event Item 2-Now you are going to draw two sketches of your own hand that create a sense of dynamic action and tension
#4: Connecting art to ELA

#6: Expressionist artist
Alignment to Elements and Principles: 

This aligns to the elements and principles taught during this unit because this unit focuses on Line, Rhythm and Movement.  In order for students to create this sense of dynamic tension and action, it will be necessary for them to understand how to create movement and a sense of dynamic tension through Rhythm.  The final drawing requires students to use line in a way that enhances the sense of tension and dynamic action.  Also, the last part of the performance event asks them to describe the line they used which aligns to the critique portion of the unit. 
Standards aligned to this question: 

MS 2b, 2c, 3, 4d, 6, 11a
AR 5.6.1, 5.6.8, 6.6.4, 6.6.5, 6.6.10, 7.6.2, 7.6.4

	Content Learning Goals
	MS: 
2c. Analyze and compare the communication of emotion in the work of others and in own work. 

3. Understand how the use of various media, techniques and processes can result in different effects in a work of art.
4d. Use expanded visual arts vocabulary to make judgements while creating and studying works of art.

6. Know roles, functions and purposes of artists, works of art, and visual arts careers in selected cultures, times and places

11. Recognize the importance of integrating visual arts concepts and skills in other subject areas for use in everyday life. 

AR:
7.6.2 Examine the styles and historical periods of art throughout time
7.6.4 Apply methods for art criticism (e.g., describe, analyze, interpret, judge)

	Skill Learning Goals 
	MS: 
2b. Demonstrate increased proficiency in using elements and principles of design in a composition based on a feeling or idea.

AR: 
5.6.1 Develop variations of line types and line qualities
5.6.8 Demonstrate various types of movement and rhythm in works of art
6.6.4 Experiment with spatial relationships (e.g., visual measurements, figure, facial, linear perspective, drawings from direct observation

6.6.5 Use a transfer method to replicate an image (e.g., light box, window, opaque projector, tracing paper, graphite, grid, non-measured grid)

6.6.10 Produce artwork that involves problem solving (e.g. reflection, revision, brainstorming, practice, drafts, sketches, models)

	Remedial (R)

Enrichment (E)

(to be completed after receiving diagnostic assessment results)
	


	UNIT GOAL

What will my students know and be able to do after this unit that they could not do before?

Why does this matter to my students?

	· By the end of this unit, students will be able to create different types and qualities of line.  They will also be able to describe how they used line in their artwork and how other artists use line.  
· Students will be able to articulate the characteristics of Expressionism and should be able to choose at least one artist whose characteristics they can explain fitting into that art style.  
· Students will also be able to describe how the process of ELA (outline, rough draft, final paper) corresponds to the process in art (brainstorming, sketch, final project).  
· Students will be practicing the skills of contour drawing and of drawing realistically while at the same time using their knowledge of Expressionism to create expressive line drawings.  Knowing of and creating different line types and line qualities will help students to see these different types of lines and line qualities in objects they attempt to draw. 
· Students will be able to judge whether a work of art is abstract, nonobjective or representational and explain how they know. 
· Students will be able to explain how artists can turn a mistake into a success and why this might be an important skill for an artist to have. 
· Students will be able to create dynamic tension in their artwork using the principles of movement and rhythm. 
· By the end of this unit, students will not only have a general understanding of what art is, but also of the different areas of art and will be pushed and motivated to succeed in those areas. 


	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS (EQs)

	ART HISTORY
-How do artists fit into different styles of art?

-Why are there different styles of art in different time periods?

-How can people from different places fit into the same style of art?

-How can knowing about the history of art help to make our own art better?

AESTHETICS

-How can reflecting on our art and our techniques help to make our artwork better?

-Is there a “right” way to do art?

-If something looks messy, does that mean the artist didn’t do a good job?
CRITICSM

-How can critiquing art improve our art production?
-Why is it important to critique the art of others and our own art?

-How can critiquing art help other subjects?

ART PRODUCTION

-Why is it important to turn ‘mistakes’ into art successes?

-How can learning different types and qualities of line help improve our drawing?

-How does one learn to draw?


	PRIORITIZED KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

What will lead students to the EUs and EQs?  

These are the prioritized knowledge and skills you unpacked from your learning goals.

	Knowledge
	Skills

	ART HISTORY
-Vocabulary: Expressionism, Abstract, Nonobjective, Representational, Line, Element, Rhythm/Movement, Principle, Describe, Judge, Contour, Visual, Dynamic, Forerunner, Characteristic, Sketch
-Artists: Jackson Pollock (Abstract Expressionism), Lee Krasner (Abstract Expressionism), Wassily Kandinsky (German Expressionism), Edvard Munch (Expressionism)

-Time: Early 20th Century

-Learning about what has been successful in art in the past can help guide us towards what will be successful in art in the future.  It can also help us to be more original to know what has already been done in art and can give us ideas for our own artwork.  

-Art styles can sometimes be separated by time, or sometimes by the style and theme of the artwork.  

-People from different places can be a part of the same style of art if the time period is the same, or if similar themes or techniques are being used in their artwork. 
AESTHETICS

-There is no wrong way to do art, but there are certain tools and techniques that are more visually appealing or more effective that we can learn and use. 

-There are many different types of art and we don’t have to like them all, but we can value how different artists do things differently.  All forms of art, whether or not we really like them, are worth studying because it can guide and aid us in creating our own art. 

-Art does not always have to be “neat.” A focus is put more on the clarity of theme and creativity. 

CRITICISM

-By looking at what other artists did well, we can try to incorporate those things in our own artwork.  By looking at what artists could have done better, we can look to what we can do better in our own artwork. 
-Thinking critically about art can help us to think critically about things in general and other subjects. 

-If we constructively critique our own artwork we can improve. 

ART PRODUCTION

-Learning to draw really means learning to see.  There is no easy step by step process to learn how to draw what you see, but there are strategies to help make learning to see easier like contour drawing. 

-When drawing what you see, it’s important to recognize the different types of lines and different qualities of line that exist in whatever objects you draw. 

-As an artist, sometimes there is little time or money to start over completely.  It is much more effective to simply turn what could be a mistake into something usable.  It can also make a work of art more creative. 
	ART HISTORY

-Students will be able to state how an artist fits into a certain style by describing the characteristics of their artwork and how it contributed to that style.  

-Students  
AESTHETICS

-Students will be able to learn about and discuss a work of art even if they do not personally like it. 
-Students will be able to begin valuing different styles of art for what they can teach us. 

-Students will be able to reflect on their work and explain why it is important to do so. 

CRITICISM

-Students will be able describe the lines they see in a work of art in terms of different line types/qualities and also by the feelings the lines express. 
-Students will be able to discern between nonobjective, abstract and representational artwork and explain how they know it is one of the three. 

ART PRODUCTION

-Contour drawing
-Expressive line drawings

-Drawing what you see

-Working in pencil, marker, paint and watercolor

-Making mistakes work


	UNIT ASSESSMENT ALIGNMENT GUIDE

	Learning Goal # 
	Learning Goal
	Aligned Item #’s  
	Points Correct
	Points Possible
	Grade

 (%)

	M2b
	Demonstrate increased proficiency in using elements and principles of design in a composition based on a feeling or idea.
	2
	
	8
	

	M2c
	Analyze and compare the communication of emotion in the work of others and in own work.
	4
	
	15
	

	M3
	Understand how the use of various media, techniques and processes can result in different effects in a work of art.
	7
	
	2
	

	M4d
	Use expanded visual arts vocabulary to make judgments while creating and studying works of art.
	2
	
	4
	

	M6
	Know roles, functions and purposes of artists, works of art, and visual arts careers in selected cultures, times and places
	3
	
	14
	

	M11
	Recognize the importance of integrating visual arts concepts and skills in other subject areas for use in everyday life.
	1
	
	2
	

	A5.6.1
	Develop variations of line types and line qualities
	2
	
	4
	

	A5.6.8
	Demonstrate various types of movement and rhythm in works of art
	2
	
	4
	

	A6.6.4
	Experiment with spatial relationships (e.g., visual measurements, figure, facial, linear perspective, drawings from direct observation
	2
	
	4
	

	A6.6.5
	Use a transfer method to replicate an image (e.g., light box, window, opaque projector, tracing paper, graphite, grid, non-measured grid)
	2
	
	4
	

	A6.6.10
	Produce artwork that involves problem solving (e.g. reflection, revision, brainstorming, practice, drafts, sketches, models)
	2
	
	4
	

	A7.6.2
	Examine the styles and historical periods of art throughout time
	3
	
	14
	

	A7.6.4
	Apply methods for art criticism (e.g., describe, analyze, interpret, judge)
	4
	
	12
	

	TOTAL:
	
	
	


	DAILY OBJECTIVES

	Date
	Objective
	Learning Goal (#) this Builds Towards:

	TH 8/4
	SWBAT enter the room silently, pick up their Do Now and begin working while earning points for their team. 
SWBAT brainstorm different classroom rules and explain why the rules that are put in place are important and allow us to create well. 
SWBAT explain what it means to express themselves 

SWBAT begin creating their portfolio cover which expresses their interests, feelings, and personality. (Bonus questions)
What

Rules, Procedures, Incentives, and Consequences
Why

Introducing students to the structure of the class and what we are driving towards. 
We have structure in this class so that we have plenty of time and materials to create!

How

Giving students a say so that they feel empowered (through a guided brainstorming)
Giving students an opportunity to create and express themselves so that they are hooked on art and better understand the goal. 

Starting students off with clear procedures and expecting them to follow them from day 1. 

***MAKE SURE TO MAKE UP 2nd PERIOD!
	M2b, M2c, A6.6.5, A6.6.10

	FR
8/5
	SWBAT enter the room silently, pick up their Do Now and begin working
SWBAT illustrate the classroom rules in small pictures to review and then “think, pair, share” on their importance. 

SWBAT articulate our goal

SWBAT explain how and why artists turn mistakes into smART successes (Bonus questions)
SWBAT turn a “mistake” into a success for HW

What 

Rules, Procedures, Incentives, Consequences and Goal

Qualitative Skill: Turning mistakes into smART successes

Why

Reinforcing the rules, procedures, incentives, consequences and goals will reinforce the structure of the class. And give students the comfort of consistency

This qualitative skill aligns to the unit and should build confidence in students. 

Learning to turn a mistake into a success can make our artwork more creative and can save us time and materials so that we can create more!

How

By using visual images to illustrate the rules, students will begin to practice incorporating themes in their artwork.  Think, pair, share will begin to build group work skills in a very structured way. 

By practicing turning mistakes into successes students will build creativity and confidence. 
	M2b, M2c, A6.6.5, A6.6.10

	M
8/8
	SWBAT articulate the characteristics and themes of Expressionism and the artists that we will be studying that are a part of that movement: Pollock, Krasner, Kandinsky, Munch. (Question 2, Question 5, Question 6)

SWBAT create an “Art History Card” that illustrates the style of one of the Expressionist artists

-Students will be given the job application for HW

What 

Characteristics and themes of Expressionism

Artists of Expressionism

Why

In order for students to succeed on Questions 2, 5, and 6 of the Unit exam, they must have this content knowledge. 

Allowing students to create a picture that illustrates the style of Expressionism takes them to a higher DOK level in understanding the style. 

It’s important to know the history of art so we know where to take art and can get ideas for our own artwork. 

How

By taking guided notes and by creating art cards on the art history style.
	M6, A7.6.2

	T
8/9
	 SWBAT complete a diagnostic of basic art content

SWBAT complete a diagnostic contour drawing to assess artistic skills. 

-Students will be given the job application for HW

What 

Anticipatory Guide

Basic Art Content knowledge

What is contour drawing? 

Why

This will give me insight on how to formulate teams and how to help them progress in their art skills for the year. 

It’s important to know where we are so we know what to do to get where we want to be!  Imagine comparing where you started this year to where you end this year and having grown 100 times better in your art skills and having the proof to show it!!
How

By filling out the anticipatory guide and content questions, and by completing a contour drawing. 
First I will explain why a diagnostic is important, then students will take the diagnostic.  Then, we will go over what a contour drawing is and why it is important.  Then students will have studio time to work on it. 
	

	W
8/10
	SWBAT match an artist, time period and style to a work of art based on the characteristics of their work. (Question 9)
SWBAT describe in 1 or 2 sentences the characteristics of expressionism and how the artist of their choice fits into this style (Question 8)

SWBAT finish their art history card and will add their description of Expressionism and how their artist fits into the style on the back.  
What

The specific artist characteristics, time periods and styles 

Complete sentences

Why

Knowing the characteristics of different artists within the movement will helps students to answer Questions 8 and 9

Being able to match a work of art to an artist makes us Superstar artists who can walk into a museum and impress anyone. 
How

Taking guided notes, by guided and individual practice on matching and describing. 
	M6, A7.6.2

	TH
8/11
	SWBAT identify (individually and in a work of art) different line types/qualities

SWBAT create different line types and line qualities
What

Different line types/qualities

Creating different line types/qualities

Why

Learning this content will help students to succeed on Question 13 and 14

Learning different line types/qualities will allow us to be more creative and will allow us to draw better

How

By taking guided notes and by practicing identifying and creating different line types/qualities
	M3, A5.6.1

	F
8/12
	SWBAT describe how lines can express different feelings in a work of art (We will use string and watered down paint to create a Jackson Pollock-type expression as a hook and will then interpret what “feelings” different team-mates artwork shows)
SWBAT describe the lines they see in a work of art. (Question 10)

SWBAT begin their expressive line drawings (Questions 13, 14)
What 

Different themes and emotions and how they relate to different line types/qualities

Describing

Expressive line drawings

Why

Associating different lines with certain feelings and emotions will help students to succeed on questions 13 and 14 

We can really communicate things to an audience if we have the right tools.  Now you know many types/qualities of line that will help you to communicate any feeling you want to your audience. 

How

By using the hook, guided notes on different themes in art achieved through line
By using content knowledge to express a feeling in their expressive line drawings. 
	M2c, M2b, M3, A5.6.1, A6.6.4, A7.6.4

	M
8/15
	SWBAT complete a reflection on their expressive line drawing (Question 15, 16, 17)
SWBAT complete a short quiz on the week’s content. 

SWBAT work on their expressive line drawings

What

Reflection and why it is important

Procedures for quizzes/tests

Why

This will allow us to succeed on questions 15, 16, 17
Reflection improves our art because it causes us to think about what we did really well so we can keep doing it and what we can still improve on for the next time

How

By taking guided notes and by practicing similar questions to those on the test
	M2c, A5.6.1, A6.6.4, A7.6.4

	T
8/16
	SWBAT complete a contour drawing

SWBAT explain what a contour drawing is and why it is important (Question 7) [Medium: Pencil]
What 

Contour, contour drawing, why contour drawing is important

Why

Contour drawing is one of the first thing successful artist practice because it helps them to see better which in turn helps them to draw better.  

If we practice finding contours, we will become Superstar artists!

How

Taking guided notes, guided and independent practice with contour drawing. 
	M3, A6.6.4

	W
8/17
	SWBAT articulate what a sketch is and why it is important. 
SWBAT compare the process of art to the process of ELA. 

SWBAT begin to draw what they see of different objects on their team’s table

What

Sketch, importance of sketching, process of art, process of ELA/ART
Why

Art relates to all content areas, knowing how art relates to other areas makes it easier for us to use art in all aspects of our life. 

How

By taking guided notes, by doing a venn diagram comparing ELA and art, by practicing drawing what we see. 
	M11, A6.6.4, A 6.6.5

	TH
8/18
	SWBAT continue to draw what they see of different objects on their team’s table

SWBAT explain how knowing the different line types/qualities can help improve their drawing. (Bonus Question)

What

Sketch, importance of sketching, process of art, process of ELA/ART

Why
This will help with question 1 on the exam

Art relates to all content areas, knowing how art relates to other areas makes it easier for us to use art in all aspects of our life. 

How

By taking guided notes, by doing a venn diagram comparing ELA and art, by practicing drawing what we see.
	A6.6.4, A 6.6.5

	F
8/19
	SWBAT define dynamic tension, movement, rhythm

SWBAT identify and create dynamic tension in works of art by using the principle of Movement/Rhythm. 

SWBAT create dynamic tension in a sketch using different objects on their table and expressive lines (Questions 13, 14)

What

Dynamic tension, movement, rhythm

Why

This will help students to succeed on Questions 13 and 14 on the unit exam

Being able to understand and use the elements and principles of art together makes us Superstar artists who can really make a work of art visually appealing. 

How

By taking guided notes and through guided and independent practice with movement and rhythm


	A5.6.8

	M
8/22
	SWBAT grade their sketch using the Regents rubric

SWBAT reflect on their sketch. 

SWBAT improve their sketch using their reflection. 

What

Reflection, Regents rubric, continuously improving

Why

This will help with questions 15, 16, and 17

Reflection helps us to know what we’re doing well and what we can improve on so that we can make the best art possible. 

How

By taking guided notes, by guided and independent practice reflecting and using the rubric
	M3

	T
8/23
	SWBAT define nonobjective, abstract and representational
SWBAT judge whether a work of art is nonobjective, abstract or representational

SWBAT mix and match feelings with the different types of art in the style of Expressionism for HW

What

Nonobjective, abstract, representational and Judging

Why

This will help with Question 11 and 12

Being able to judge artwork by using evidence from a work of art allows us to think critically and defend our position.  Just like scientists use data to prove or disprove a hypothesis, we as artists can judge using evidence from a work of art. 

How

By taking guided notes and by practicing identifying and judging different types of art. 
	M4d

	W
8/24
	FLEX DAY for finishing studio projects (expressive line drawings, art cards, realistic drawings) or for remediation
REVIEW
	

	TH
8/25
	FLEX DAY for finishing studio projects (expressive line drawings, art cards, realistic drawings) or for remediation

REVIEW
	

	F
8/26
	FLEX DAY for finishing studio projects (expressive line drawings, art cards, realistic drawings) or for remediation

REVIEW


	

	M
8/29
	FLEX DAY for finishing studio projects (expressive line drawings, art cards, realistic drawings) or for remediation

REVIEW
	

	T
8/30
	EXAM DAY
	

	W

8/31
	Tracking and Class Critique Discussion
	

















